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SCOPE 


PREVIEWS OF NATIONAL MAGAZINES, TV, RAD/IO, AND PRESS REPORTS 


Dateline: New York, N. Y. 
September 15, 1959 


* Pilot Issue * 


AIRWAVES AGENDA 


Timely TV Back-Pat for Better-Schoolers 


"The Sword and Quill" -- Sunday, Sept. 26, 5:30 p.m. CBS-TV 
The 12-year campaign for "Better Schools" will be The Advertising Council's shin- 
ing example on this telecast honoring the ad industry's volunteer group. Traces 
growth and accomplishments, local and national, of Better Schools. (Timely autumn 
enthusiasm-recharger for your local committee.) 





“You Are There’’—in the Classroom 


"Everybody's Mountain" -- 13-week, 30-minute radio series: Fall 
Creator of famed "You Are There" series, Robert Lewis Shayon took 
his mike cross-country into schools, came up with probably most 
dramatic on-the-spot radio education series in years. (Full de- 
tails in Sept. 26 Saturday Review.) Produced for National Educa- 
tional Television and Radio Center, series begins soon on all 79 
member stations of National Association of Educational Broadcast- 
ers (some are FM, some AM stations; check your local outlets for 
scheduling in your area). Mid-October probable kick-off date. 


IN THE MAGAZINES 


Preview of ‘“J.B.”” Author's TV Drama—About a Bond Issue!—ESQUIRE 








October issue (out Sept. 17) starts complete advance script of 
"Secret of Freedom," hour-long drama by Pulitzer prize poet 
Archibald MacLeish. The teleplay, with Thomas Mitchell, Kim 
Hunter, Tony Randall, is set for big NBC-TV spot later this fall. 
Video-taped in Mt. Holly, N.J., it portrays a young couple's 
fight for better schools in face of small-town indifference. 
Two years in planning, "Secret" is part of NBC effort to widen 
audience for public affairs issues through drama. (Yes, it 
probably will be aired before your November elections!) a’ 
MacLeish 





Straight Talk on College’s Touchiest Dilemma—LADIES’ HOME JOURNAL 


October issue (out Sept. 27) -- "Is College Education a Right or a Privilege?" 
is a symposium with leaders from education, communications, labor, the arts, and 
the military. Candid looks at mass-admission dangers, constructive and tested 
ideas for maintaining standards. Bonus: short "sidebar" piece by a veteran 
principal, "What a High School Diploma Is--And Is Not." (Both are provocative 
and positive panel-discussion fuel.) 





Published as a supplement to Education U.S.A. 





“Well Done’’ Awards Ahead for School Toilers—BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 


October issue (out Sept. 17) announces BH&G "Action in Education" contest 
honoring community, group, or individual feats in improving education--from 
finance to curriculum and teacher recruitment. NEA and National School Boards 
Association are co-sponsors, co-judges. (Article gives 1960 deadlines, rules, 
case histories as examples.) 





An Alarum About School Blazes—READER’'S DIGEST 


October issue (out Sept. 22) reprints "Is Your Child's School Safe From Fire?" 
from Sept. National Parent-Teacher. Deplores U.S. average of eleven school fires 
daily, suggests various improved, simple, inexpensive alarm systems (names, prices, 
estimates, too). 








Unsung Progress in the South—With a TV Aspect—GOOD HOUSEKEEPING 


October issue (out Sept. 17), in "Houston's Quiet Victory," details election 
and role of first Negro school board member -- a woman, too -- in South's largest 
segregated school district. Balanced, constructive article, with interesting 
sidelight: it shows that televising all board sessions gives citizens unparalleled 
knowledge of school system workings. 





Getting Parents Mad—About the Right Things—PAGEANT 


October issue (out Sept. 20) demands 'Do You Want Just Anybody to Teach Your 
Child?" Author Robert J. Pierce, a California teacher himself, deplores public 
lethargy about teacher pay, standards, etc. 





PRESS COMMENT AND OPINION 


On the debate over “hard” vs. ‘‘soft’’ schools: 


"In a nation devoted to packaging, the term ‘hard school' is destined to be un- 
popular. It's like advertising ‘tough steak'. . .'challenging' is a better word." 
--Fred Hechinger, education editor, NEW YORK TIMES, 


Ironic note on D. C. businessmen’s hypocrisy: 


"At public hearings last year, Board of Trade witnesses voiced the only major ob- 
jections to school board requests for funds to reduce the grade-school pupil- 
teacher ratio. . .but a new Board of Trade brochure, ‘It's a Capital Idea to Lo- 
cate Your Business in the Washington Area,' points with pride to the low pupil- 
teacher ratio in nearby suburbs."' -- WASHINGTON POST. 


One vote for the ‘‘master teacher” instruction experiments: 


"It's better to have the student sit 50 feet from a great teacher than to have him 
sit five feet from a mediocrity." -- Dr. Paul Woodring, in his syndicated Columbia 
Features Column, 
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